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actions and accomplishments, and we wonder 

what the future will bring, for our families and 

for our Jewish community.  What challenges 

will our children and grandchildren face?  What 

will be the fate of the State of Israel, of Jews 

around the world?  There is something you can 

do right now to make a difference.  

Create a Jewish legacy, and provide financial 

resources to keep the Jewish community vi-
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The Jewish Community News 

Inside this issue: 

Through UJC/Federation support, 

JDC has pioneered programs in the 

former Soviet Union that help local 

Jewish communities become more self -

sufficient. JDC offers professional and 

lay leadership training programs, 

òbest practicesó competitions and the 

cultivation of local business plans and 

fundraising efforts that enable these 

communities to become more capable 

of assessing their needs, conceiving 

projects to meet them, and managing 

financial and human resources to 

bring these projects to fruition.  

UJC/Federations supports JAFIõs Zi-

onist Seminars , an interactive pro-

gram for synagogues, schools and col-

leges worldwide that aims to bring 

Israel closer to the global Jewish com-

munity. Seminars include Jewish 

identity, Israel advocacy, current af-

fairs, Israel/Diaspora relations, Jewish 

history, Israeli culture and politics 

and more. Zionist Seminars recently 

took place in Australia, Argentina, 

Chile, South Africa, Uruguay, the 

U.K., the U.S. and Canada.  

Directorõs Corner 
Our Federation has a lot going 

on!  Israel is marking its 60 th  an-

niversary and we are sponsoring 

many events in honor of the occa-

sion.  These events include pres-

entations by speakers including a 

cooking workshop/dinner con-

ducted by an Israeli chef, Avi 

Shekerel, a lecture by journalist, 

Sagi Bashan, a community Israel 

Festival at the Carbondale Civic 

Center and a Walk for Israel in 

Paducah.  We are also presenting 

a number of award winning Is-

raeli films at our member com-

munities.  By the way, did you 

know that an Israeli film is up 

for an Oscar? 

In addition to these special 

events Revi and I and our intern 

Michael Schachter are traveling 

to our member congregations to 

conduct Friday night services.  

We are also preparing for the 

Federation Purim Festival to be 

held at United Hebrew Temple in 

Benton on Sunday March 23 rd.  

Join us for booths, prizes, ha-

mantashen, lunch, a costume 

contest, games and fun for the 

whole family.  Cost is $3 per per-

son or $10 per family and kids 5 

or under are free.  RSVP to Deb-

bie at 618 398 -6100 or 877 714-

6103 or debra@simokyfe.com 

Revi is busy with Israeli book 

clubs and Hebrew classes and 

also speaks to non-Jewish groups 

about Israel.  She has also led 

Israeli cooking workshops at the 

home of the Graters in Carbon-

dale and the Bradleys in Padu-

cah.  Thanks to all who have par-

ticipated and especially to Ruth  

Grater and Bev Bradley.  

Michael is working with our 

youth groupers.  He accompanies 

them to regional and national 

events and helps plan local ac-

tivities for 5 ñ12th  graders.  Our 

Federation does have funds for 

scholarships to attend these con-

ventions so if you havenõt been 

involved but would like to be give 

us a call.  

November seems a long way 

off but it will be here sooner than 

you realize.  This year the United 

Jewish Communities General As-

sembly Conference will be held in 

Jerusalem.  There will be a Small 

Federation pre -conference mis-

sion to Israel from November 9 ñ

19.  This is a great opportunity to 

see Israel.  Our Federation is 

participating with Peoria, 

Springfield, Champaign and 

Quad Cities and others.  The itin-

erary is complete and available 

for your inspection.  Cost is about 

$3600 per person but there are 

subsidies and payment plans 

available from our Federation to 

make this affordable.  Call or 

email me for more information 

( 8 7 7  7 1 4 - 6 1 0 3  o r  s i l -

fed@simokyfed.com) 

Camp is fast approaching.  We 

have over 50 campers already 

signed up.  We are looking for a 

few more and some staff.  Camp 

runs from June 8 th  to July 7 th  for 

staff.  Campers are there starting 

on Fatherõs Day, June 15th .   

Cost is $2050 for the first child 

and $1675 for subsequent chil-

dren but there are scholarships 

and payment plans available.  

We still need a tennis specialist 

and an arts and crafts director, 

as well as counselors.   

http://www.jewishagency.org/JewishAgency/English/Jewish%2BEducation/Educational%2BShlichut/Volunteer%2BEducational%2BLeadership/Zionist%2BSeminars
http://www.jewishagency.org/JewishAgency/English/Jewish%2BEducation/Educational%2BShlichut/Volunteer%2BEducational%2BLeadership/Zionist%2BSeminars
mailto:debra@simokyfe.com
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If you are a nurse and can 

give us a week of your time then 

please call.  Check out our camp 

w e b s i t e  a t 

www.campben f ranke l . com .  

Weõre also trying to locate 

alumni.  Please send us ad-

dresses, phone numbers and 

email addresses if you have 

them along with an update of 

what theyõre up to now. 

By the way ñthanks to Bill 

Bruns for all the work he has 

done on our Federation Website.  

C h e c k  i t  o u t  a t 

www.simokyfed.com .  We want to 

make it the central place for our 

Federation and will post each is-

sue of the Community News 

there.  We ask each of our mem-

ber communities to link to the 

site or let us link to your site.  If 

you have simchas or memorials or 

important community announce-

ments let us know and weõll post 

them here.  You can also contrib-

ute to the campaign, endowment 

or camp online.  We are also look-

ing for sponsors of our websites 

and will prominently publicize 

those who contribute to the op-

eration.  

This leads, of course, to my 

final point.  It takes money to of-

fer all that we do.  Our Israel em-

issary program alone costs 

$30,000 per year.  The cost of our 

Israel at 60 programs are 

$10,000.   Last yearõs Israel Festi-

val attracted over 300 people and 

admission did not begin to cover 

the expenses.  This year we will 

charge more but we want the Fes-

tival to be bigger and better than 

ever.  Scholarships and loans, so 

important to support Jewish life 

in our area, are another cost.  In 

addition to supporting local Jew-

ish life, of course, we send dona-

tions for the relief of the victims 

(Jewish and gentile) of natural 

disasters like the tsunami of a 

few years ago and Hurricane 

Katrina.  Our annual campaign 

also raises funds for rescue and 

relief of Jews in the Former So-

viet Union, South America and 

around the world.  In Israel funds 

are used to assist recent immi-

grants and victims of terrorism.  

Read more in this issue about re-

lief efforts in Sderot.  

With a new year comes a new 

campaign.  If you have enjoyed 

our programs, if you would like to 

assist in our rescue and relief ef-

forts and want to connect to your 

fellow Jews around the world 

please make a generous contribu-

tion to our campaign.  Consider 

making a gift to our endowment 

and creating a legacy that will 

continue to support Jewish life in 

Southern Illinois, Southeast Mis-

souri and Western Kentucky.  If 

you have ideas or suggestions 

about how we can better meet 

your needs or the Jewish commu-

nity here or abroad please let us 

hear from you. Call or email.  

Steven Low  

IF YOU DO NOT WISH TO RECEIVE 

THE COMMUNITY NEWS  BY POST, OR 

PREFER TO RECEIVE TH E COMMU-

NITY NEWS VIA E -MAIL ... 

 

 PLEASE CALL DEBBIE AT  

618-398-6100 or 877 -714-6103.   

 

The community news will also be made 

available through the federation web-

site at www.simokyfed.com  

 

A TASTE OF 

CAMP BEN FRANKEL: A COOKBOOK BY 

LORENZO CRISTAUDO  

$10.00!!!  

Your purchase supports Camp Ben Frankel  

Scholarship Fund.  

 

Anyone who has ever had the pleasure of spend-

ing a Shabbat at CBF knows how lucky we were 

to have Lorenzo cooking for us.  

 

Now you can enjoy the flavors of CBF all year.  

To purchase or for more information, please 

call Michael or Debbie at 618 -398-6100 or send a 

check to  

ATTN: CBF Cookbook  

3419 West Main St.  

UJC Fast Facts  
Morocco is the home of a large Jewish com-

munity.  It outnumbered, in the mid 1950s, 

the Jewish communities of all the Arab 

world combined.  

 

Casablanca has a considerable number of 

Jewish neighborhoods populated by spiri-

tual Jews who maintain the same traditions 

and religious practices as their ancestors. 

The most well known district is the one 

near the Grand Boulevard of Anfa where 

the famous Italian actress Sofia Loren 

filmed her latest movie "The Sun".  

 

Fez is the spiritual city of Morocco, which 

played a significant role in the Jewish edu-

cation. It was the base of one of the most 

influential Talmudic schools of all times, 

that of Rabbi Isaac Al Fasi, in 1160. The 

adjacent synagogues of its Mellah house 

furniture and antiques of great value.  
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Temple Schedules/ Important Dates  

CONGREGATION BETH JACOB                                                                                          

904 N. Norwest Dr.,                                                                

Carbondale, IL  62901  

Student Rabbi Led Friday Evening Services (7:00 

PM)  

Mar 21, 2008        

Apr 18, 2008    

May TBA     

 

AGUDUS ACHIM BETH ISRAEL  

225 North High Street  

Belleville, IL 62220  

Agudus Achim Beth Israel has Friday night services 

weekly at 7:30 PM.   

Please contact Emily Martinez with any questions 

regarding the synagogue 618 -566-2808. 

Rabbi Schreiber officiates  

Temple Israel  

330 Joe Clifton Dr.  

Paducah, KY 42001  

Information:270 ð 442-4104 

Rabbi Jean Eglinton officiates  

IMPORTANT CAMP DATES  

Jan. 31  Early Bird Due     

Mar. 15 Scholarship Request Due  

Apr. 30  Transportation Request Due  

Apr. 30  Full Payment Due  

Apr. 30  Registration Due  

May 28  Medical Forms Due  

May 30  No Refunds after this Date  

June 15  First Day of Camp  

July 7  Last Day of Camp  

United Hebrew Temple  

East Park Ave; Benton, IL 62812  

Call Burton Zwick (618) 942 -4456 

Friday Night Services will be held  

Mar. 21, 2008 (Purim)  

April 19, 2008 (Saturday, first night of  

     Passover)  

May 23, 2008  

 

 

SCOTT AIR FORCE BASE 

Information call 256-3304 

TEMPLE ISRAEL  

609 W. Delmar; Alton, Illinois  62002;   

Rabbi Jay Goldburg  

For Information call  

(618) 288 -5427 or 466 -5770 

COMPLETE SCHEDULE FOR 2008 , IS-

RAEL AT 60  

March 2 ð Israeli movie (Time of Favor) at our 

offices in Belleville (12:00)  

March 5 ð Israeli TV journalist, Sagi Bashan, at 

SIUC (6 pm, place TBA)  

March 6 ð Israeli TV journalist, Sagi Bashan, at 

MSU, KY (7pm, place TBA).  

March 21 ð Shlicha led Friday night services in 

Carbondale.  

March 23 ð Purim party in Benton (11:00 am)  

March 31 ð Israeli book club in Carbondale (6pm, 

place TBA)  

April 6th ð Israeli speaker on Israel's humanitar-

ian aid missions, Shachar Ze'evi ð SIUC (place 

and time TBA soon)  

April 11th ð Israeli movie, Three Mothers, at 

Temple Israel, Paducah  

May 4th ð Israel@60 Festival (Carbondale, Civic 

Center, 11:00am ð 4:00pm )  

May 18 ð Jewish Film Festival at the Ugents, 

Carbondale.  

http://www.campbenfrankel.com/
http://www.simokyfed.com/
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A 63-year-old mathematics 

professor at Bar -Ilan University, 

who worked as a guard for about 

five years after his aliya from the 

former Soviet Union in 1990, has 

solved an abstract math problem 

that has befuddled experts for the 

last 38 years. Prof Avraham  

Trakhtman finally found the solu-

tion, which will be published in a 

few months in the Israel Journal 

of Mathematics, solely by tossing 

it around in his brain and using a 

pencil and paper. His research, 

which has already been placed on 

a Web site for professionals and is 

available for download, has elic-

ited much excitement among 

mathematicians in the esoteric 

field.  Trakhtman solved the  

"Road Coloring Problem," which 

was raised by Israeli mathemat-

ics Prof. Binyamin Weiss and oth-

ers in 1970. There are many 

forms but the most popular one 

among experts goes like this:  

     A man reaches a town he has 

never visited before and drives 

around trying to find the home of 

his friend even though there are 

no street names. The friend says 

not to worry and that he will pro-

vide instructions (left, right, 

left...) on how to get there.  

This is called synchronizing in-

struction. The problem is whether 

by using such instructions, the 

driver could reach his destination 

no matter where he was lost, said 

Prof. Stuart Margolis, a colleague 

and mentor of Trakhtman who 

made aliya from the US and 

joined Bar -Ilan the same year as 

the Russian mathematician.  

     "He is brilliant with a high 

IQ," Margolis told The Jerusalem 

Post. "It's God -given gray matter 

in his brain. He is shy, reserved 

and very modest. He intentionally 

offered his paper to an Israeli 

journal even though any mathe-

matics journal in the world would 

be overjoyed to get it. Now he's 

working on a real algorithm to 

imp lement  h is  so lu t ion. "  

There is also a computer version 

of the problem: One has a big net-

work like the Internet, and an e -

mail message is lost somewhere. 

The systems operator wants to 

get it sent to the right place, said 

Margolis. "But he doesn't know 

where it is. Synchronizing in-

structions could get it there, like 

a mouse through a maze. Avra-

ham's work proves that it's al-

ways possible to find one's way 

w i th  such  ins t ruc t i ons . "  

Trakhtman's colleagues, who 

were following his instructions, 

could quickly see that his solution 

was correct as he prepared proofs 

with paper and pencil. Neverthe-

less, it still must go through the 

r e f e r e e  p r o c e s s .  

     Trakhtman was in his mid -40s 

when he came on aliya from 

Sverdlovsk (now Yekaterinburg) 

in the Ural Mountains. "He re-

ceived his degree at the Univer-

sity of the Urals, but he had trou-

ble working as an academic be-

cause he made it clear that he 

was Jewish," Margolis said.  

Trakhtman has a second wife and 

a young child here and an older 

child in the former Soviet Union. 

His mathematical field is the 

same as Margolis'sñsemi-group 

theory, which is a part of algebra 

and the algebraic way of examin-

i n g  c o m p u t e r  s c i e n c e .  

     "When he applied for work at 

Bar -Ilan, a colleague of mine no-

ticed that Avraham was in the 

same field as mine. I had heard of 

him before, as he had written 

very important papers. When he 

applied for a job in the mathe-

matics department, he was hired 

to teach and do research," Mar-

golis said.  There are many other   

seemingly insoluble math prob-

lems like the "Street Coloring 

Problem," said Margolis. "We are 

Scientific Advancements From Israel  

Israeli Cooking With  

Avi Sekerel  
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New Giving Programs  

In the interest of better meeting the philanthropic needs of our donors we are pleased to announce sev-

eral new services:  

1. Online contributions.  We now accept Paypal and can accept online donations to the annual cam-

paign, endowment fund, memorials, and Camp Ben Frankel as well as tuition and program fees.  Go to 

www.simokyfed.com.  

2. We invite you to join our Auto -Givers program.  Call Debbie and she will set up an account that will 

charge on the credit card of your choice a monthly donation to the campaign or endowment.  This is a 

painless way to make your donation and earn those frequent flyer miles or other perks.  

3. The Philanthropy Fund Program.  Establish a Fund of a minimum of $5000 and during the course of 

the year direct the donations from that Fund. Our Federation charges a 1% annual management/

investment fee.  For more information call the office at (877) 714 -6103 or email at silfed@simokyfed.com 

4. Angel Underwriter Program.  Become an Israel Emissary Funder for as little as $1000 per year.  To-

tal cost of the Israel Emissary Program is $30,000 per year.  Help us to continue this valuable program 

that benefits all of our communities.  There are other Program Underwriter funding opportunities.  En-

dow the Intern or Directorõs chair or the Federation or Camp Website. 

5. Partnership 2000.  In conjunction with the Chicago Federation we have a sister city/region in Israel.  

Each year, in partnership with agencies and institutions in Israel we review and select a project for 

funding.  Your involvement can be purely monetary or you can represent our Federation at meetings 

(1ñ3 per year) in Chicago and Israel to assist in the review and selection of the projects and to monitor 

their progress.  

6. Create a Legacy.  Our Federation is over 65 years old.  Jews have been living in Southern Illinois, 

Southeast Missouri and Western Kentucky for over three times as long and will continue to be here into 

the foreseeable future.  Establish an endowment that will continue to support Jewish life here.  We are 

happy to assist you in identifying a need and area of interest that your generosity can assist.  Are you 

interested in Adult Jewish Education, fighting anti -Semitism, Senior Services, Jewish music, battered 

women, medical research, synagogue support?  Something else?  Let us know and weõll find a way to as-

sist you with your charitable giving needs and the needs of the future Jewish community here or abroad.  

This past December former Federation Shlicha Galit Greenfield traveled home to Israel to formally and 

religiously become Mrs. Jesse Greenberg.  Here are a few photos of the simcha.  Mazal Tov Galit ñall the 

best to you and your husband Jesse.  Galit and Jesse were married at Ohel Moed Synagogue in Tel Aviv 

with a Traditional ceremony on December 27th, 2007!  They currently reside in Chicago, IL.  
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