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Save the dates  

Upcoming Board Meetings  

Sunday Apr. 13 2008  

Sunday June 1, 2008    

Sunday Aug. 17, 2008  

All meetings are held at 2PM  

 at the federation office.  

  

 

 

3419 W. Main St.  

Belleville, IL 62226  

(618) 398-6100, (877) 714-6103, 

 fax (618) 398-0539 

Steve: silfed@simokyfed.com 

Debra: debra@simokyfed.com 

Revi: revitalsimokyfed@gmail.com  

Michael: mpschacht@gmail.com  

CBF: cbf@simokyfed.com 
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actions and accomplishments, and we wonder 

what the future will bring, for our families and 

for our Jewish community.  What challenges 

will our children and grandchildren face?  What 

will be the fate of the State of Israel, of Jews 

around the world?  There is something you can 

do right now to make a difference.  

Create a Jewish legacy, and provide financial 

resources to keep the Jewish community vi-
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The Jewish Community News 

Inside this issue: 

Through UJC/Federation support, 

JDC has pioneered programs in the 

former Soviet Union that help local 

Jewish communities become more self -

sufficient. JDC offers professional and 

lay leadership training programs, 
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cultivation of local business plans and 

fundraising efforts that enable these 

communities to become more capable 

of assessing their needs, conceiving 

projects to meet them, and managing 

financial and human resources to 

bring these projects to fruition.  

UJC/Federations supports �-�$�)�,�·�V�� �=�L��

onist Seminars , an interactive pro-

gram for synagogues, schools and col-

leges worldwide that aims to bring 

Israel closer to the global Jewish com-

munity. Seminars include Jewish 

identity, Israel advocacy, current af-

fairs, Israel/Diaspora relations, Jewish 

history, Israeli culture and politics 

and more. Zionist Seminars recently 

took place in Australia, Argentina, 

Chile, South Africa, Uruguay, the 

U.K., the U.S. and Canada.  

�'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�·�V���&�R�U�Q�H�U 
Our Federation has a lot going 

on!  Israel is marking its 60 th  an-

niversary and we are sponsoring 

many events in honor of the occa-

sion.  These events include pres-

entations by speakers including a 

cooking workshop/dinner con-

ducted by an Israeli chef, Avi 

Shekerel, a lecture by journalist, 

Sagi Bashan, a community Israel 

Festival at the Carbondale Civic 

Center and a Walk for Israel in 

Paducah.  We are also presenting 

a number of award winning Is-

raeli films at our member com-

munities.  By the way, did you 

know that an Israeli film is up 

for an Oscar? 

In addition to these special 

events Revi and I and our intern 

Michael Schachter are traveling 

to our member congregations to 

conduct Friday night services.  

We are also preparing for the 

Federation Purim Festival to be 

held at United Hebrew Temple in 

Benton on Sunday March 23 rd.  

Join us for booths, prizes, ha-

mantashen, lunch, a costume 

contest, games and fun for the 

whole family.  Cost is $3 per per-

son or $10 per family and kids 5 

or under are free.  RSVP to Deb-

bie at 618 398 -6100 or 877 714-

6103 or debra@simokyfe.com 

Revi is busy with Israeli book 

clubs and Hebrew classes and 

also speaks to non-Jewish groups 

about Israel.  She has also led 

Israeli cooking workshops at the 

home of the Graters in Carbon-

dale and the Bradleys in Padu-

cah.  Thanks to all who have par-

ticipated and especially to Ruth  

Grater and Bev Bradley.  

Michael is working with our 

youth groupers.  He accompanies 

them to regional and national 

events and helps plan local ac-

tivities for 5 �³ 12th  graders.  Our 

Federation does have funds for 

scholarships to attend these con-

�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�V�� �V�R�� �L�I�� �\�R�X�� �K�D�Y�H�Q�·�W�� �E�H�H�Q��
involved but would like to be give 

us a call.  

November seems a long way 

off but it will be here sooner than 

you realize.  This year the United 

Jewish Communities General As-

sembly Conference will be held in 

Jerusalem.  There will be a Small 

Federation pre -conference mis-

sion to Israel from November 9 �³
19.  This is a great opportunity to 

see Israel.  Our Federation is 

participating with Peoria, 

Springfield, Champaign and 

Quad Cities and others.  The itin-

erary is complete and available 

for your inspection.  Cost is about 

$3600 per person but there are 

subsidies and payment plans 

available from our Federation to 

make this affordable.  Call or 

email me for more information 

( 8 7 7  7 1 4 - 6 1 0 3  o r  s i l -

fed@simokyfed.com) 

Camp is fast approaching.  We 

have over 50 campers already 

signed up.  We are looking for a 

few more and some staff.  Camp 

runs from June 8 th  to July 7 th  for 

staff.  Campers are there starting 

�R�Q���)�D�W�K�H�U�·�V���'�D�\�����-�X�Q�H������th .   

Cost is $2050 for the first child 

and $1675 for subsequent chil-

dren but there are scholarships 

and payment plans available.  

We still need a tennis specialist 

and an arts and crafts director, 

as well as counselors.   


