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Come Join the Chanukah Fun 

December 14th Chanukah Party!!! 
The Federation Chanukah Party will be held Sunday Dec 14th at 

10 am at Congregation Beth Jacob,  904 N. Norwest Dr. Carbon-

dale, IL.  The party will include an exciting performance by the Beth 

Jacob Sunday School, Chanukah games for all ages, and a delicious deli 

luncheon with the traditional latkes and jelly doughnuts.   

The cost of the event is $5 for adults and $1 for children (age 3-

15).  Bring your  Menorah and participate in a community Menorah 

lighting ñhelp us LIGHT UP THE DARK!  

The Jewish Community News 

Inside this issue: 

Happy Chanukah !!!!  

A Wonderful Evening in Honor of Sam Goldman 

On October 12 friends, family and admirers of Dr. Sam Goldman, interim Chancellor of SIU Carbondale, gathered at 

the Carbondale Civic Center to recognize and honor him for his devotion to community service.  The evening began with 

cocktails, hors dôoeuvres and strains of  beautiful music by a quartet led by Carbondale Symphony Director, Ed Benyas. 

Many of those in attendance were from the numerous agencies and institutions with which Sam has been involved 

over the years including our Federation, the Stage Company, the Mitchell Museum, the Carbondale Human Relations 

Commission and the Bureau of Tourism, the Anti-Defamation League, the Carbondale School District, Carbondale 

churches and the interfaith community and, of course, the University.  Those who were unable to attend congratulated 

and recognized Dr. Goldman with salutations and greetings in a color program that each attendee received. 

A festive dinner was followed by a slide show and program presided over by master of ceremonies, The Honorable 

Richard Goldenhersh. Speakers included Steven Low, Executive Director of the Jewish Federation and Peter Goldman, 

Samôs son.  Dr. David Gename, former director of  the Touch of Nature Environmental Education Center introduced the 

keynote speaker, Dr. Glenn Poshard, President of the University.  Sandor and his 

wife and former Federation President, Carol Korein presented Sam with the 

award in honor of his service, an original piece of glass art created by Lorenzo 

Cristaudo just for this event.  Finally, Sam spoke movingly in his acceptance re-

marks and received a standing ovation.  It was a fun evening and Sam is truly de-

serving of the recognition and thanks.  We are proud to count him among our Past 

Presidents and a great exemplar of the Jewish values of Tikkun Olam and Tzeda-

kahðThanks Sam! 
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Historical details about Judaism 

and Chanukah celebration: Basic 

After the death of King Solomon, 

the kingdom of Israel got broken up 

into two kingdoms: Israel and Judah. 

Israel comprised the Ten Tribes, with 

Ephraim as their leader. The Kingdom 

of Judah consisted of the Tribes of 

Judah and Benjamin. 

In Hebrew, Judah was called Ye-

hudah=  ˢˡˣˢ˧  after the name of the 

Patriarch Yehudah. The people were 

called "Yehudim" = ˫˧ˡˣˢ˧) .Singular: 

Yehudi- for a man, Yehudis for a 

woman.) The Greeks, however, called 

Yehudah "Iudea." When the Roman 

Empire eventually replaced the Greek 

Empire, they, too, conquered Iudea.  

In Latin, Iudea became Judea; Iudeans 

(Yehudim) became Judeans; and our 

religion came to be imprecisely 

known as "Judaism." Eventually the 

term "Judean" was shortened to the 

now familiar "Jew."  

The First Holy Temple, built by 

King Solomon. Late in the First Tem-

ple era, the Assyrians came to power, 

and conquered many lands. They con-

quered the Kingdom of Israel, and 

exiled the Ten Tribes to far away 

lands. The Holy Temple was in the 

Kingdom of Yehudah, and so it was 

not touched. The Assyrians had the 

policy of moving conquered people 

from their native country to distant 

lands, as a method of controlling 

them. In place of the people of Israel, 

they moved people from the ancient 

land of Cutha into Samaria, a region 

in Israel. Now they call themselves 

Samaritans. The Samaritans hated the 

Yehudim, and caused them a great 

deal of trouble. 

Eventually, the Babylonns came to 

power, and they began to conquer that 

part of the world. Among the many 

conquests of the Babylonns, they de-

feated Yehudah, destroyed the Holy 

Temple in 3338 (423 BCE), and ex-

iled her people to various countries, 

taking most of them to Babylon. For 

seventy years there were no Jews in 

Yehudah. The exile in Babylon last 

seventy years. During that exile, the 

Medians overcame the Babylonns, 

and were themselves overthrown by 

the Persians. It was during the Persian 

reign that we were granted the permis-

sion to return to Yehudah and rebuild 

the Holy Temple. 

After that seventy-year exile many 

of the Yehudim returned to Yehudah, 

but most did not. Many stayed in their 

places of exile. Thus, we have Jews 

who have been living in places like 

Yemen and Iraq (Babylon) ever since 

the Babylonn Exile, over 2420 years 

ago. 

Slowly, we rebuilt the Holy Tem-

ple. The Temple was completed in the 

year 3408 (353 BCE). 

  The Persian Empire did not last 

very long. The Persian Empire was 

replaced by the empire of Alexander 

the Great. Thus, Yehudah and 

Samaria came under Greek rule. The 

Greeks called Yehudah "Iudea." 

Alexander the Great kept a tight 

but mostly benevolent command over 

his empire. The Samaritans persuaded 

Alexander the Great to destroy Jerusa-

lem, telling him that the Iudeans were 

disloyal, but their efforts were 

thwarted. Alexander met the leader of 

the Idueans, Simon the Just, and de-

cided to spare Jerusalem and the Holy 

Temple. Alexander attempted to cre-

ate a new universal culture that would 

bind his empire and keep it together. 

He blended the Greek religions with 

Eastern philosophy, and built temples 

and gymnasiums throughout Egypt 

and Iudea to spread these new teach-

ings. He founded Alexandria to be the 

seat of this new culture, and peopled it 

with members of every nation. 

A large number of Jews eagerly 

embraced this new culture. They be-

came known as the "Hellenisers." Not 

satisfied with simply rejecting their 

ancestral Torah Traditions, they also 

vied for power. They convinced the 

Greeks that the most prestigious po-

litical position among the Iudeans was 

the post of High Priest. They then pro-

ceeded to periodically buy the posi-

tion of High Priest from the Greeks. 

They were incapable of fulfilling the 

functions of the High Priest, and so 

Assistant High Priest would most of-

ten do the job. 

After Alexander's death, his im-

mense empire fragmented, and was 

divided between three of his generals, 

who fought constantly. Iudea and 

Samaria fell temporarily under the 

control of the Egypt-Greek empire, 

which is known as the Ptolmaic Em-

pire. It was Ptolemy II who locked up 

seventy-two Rabbis and forced them 

to translate the Written Torah into 

Greek, deliberately divorcing the 

words from their meanings by ignor-

ing the Oral Torah. The Written Torah 

was mistaken by the Greeks for a code 

of Law within itself, and that error has 

never been successfully corrected 

among Gentiles. This work, the origi-

nal Septuagint, was rewritten by Gen-

tiles numerous times, became the ba-

sis of the Saduccean Heresy, and 

eventually was incorporated into the 

Christian Bible. It bears today, little 

resemblance to the Hebrew original. 

Ptolemy V was king of the Ptol-

maic Empire, but he was too weak a 

king to keep all of his empire, and the 

Syrian-Greeks under Antiochus III 

wrested away Iudea and Samaria. An-

tiochus III's successor, Antiochus IV, 

was not as subtle or as philosophical 

as Ptolemy IV and V. In order to con-

solidate his control, he would force all 

conquered peoples to assume the 

Greek religion. This worked in most 

places, but not with the Yehudim. Our 

religion does not allow any syncre-

tism. 

The Greeks, fearing that they 

would lose political control of Iudea, 

enacted barbaric punishments against 

anyone found teaching, studying, or 

practicing Judaism. They defiled the 

Holy Temple by using it as a pagan 

temple. They forced many Yehudim 

to bow before Greek idols. They out-

Chanukah History- Did u know?  
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lawed circumcision. They killed any-

one they found celebrating Sabbath or 

Rosh Chodesh (the New Month). An-

tiochus did not mind the Jews wor-

shiping Hashem, as long as they also 

worshiped the Greek gods. They 

erected idols in every city, and forced 

all the Jews to bow down to them, in 

violation of Jewish Law. 

A man named Mattisyahu the 

Priest, of the family of Hasmonea, 

arose and organized a revolt. He, his 

children, and a small band led by his 

son Yehudah Macabee, fought the 

Greeks against overwhelming odds, 

and won many battles. They did not 

gain any political victories, nor did 

they regain any land. The only tempo-

ral victory gained was the reclamation 

of the Temple Mount, and the ability 

to practice our religion. The entire 

country was still under the control of 

the Greeks. Even the city of Jerusalem 

was in the power of the Greek sol-

diers. It was only the small little 

mountain of the Holy Temple that was 

under the control of the Yehudim. 

That day they regained the Temple 

Mount. They cleaned and purified the 

Holy Temple, dismantled and rebuilt 

the defiled Holy Altar using fresh 

stones, and resumed the Temple Ser-

vice. As the Torah commands, they 

rededicated the Altar. They therefore 

performed the eight-day Rededication 

Ceremony. The Hebrew word for 

dedication is "Chanukah." 

The Service at the Holy Temple 

involved a number of ceremonies that 

the Torah commands the Priests to do 

every day at the Holy Temple. One of 

these Commandments is to light the 

Temple Menorah every morning. 

However, they could not find enough 

oil to properly fulfill the Command-

ment of lighting the Temple Menorah, 

so until they could make more they 

rationed the one small jar of oil they 

could find. Hashem performed a few 

miracles, and they found a jar of oil 

that should not have even existed. And 

then, Hashem performed another mira-

cle, and the lights lit from that one 

small jar of oil burned for eight days 

straight, throughout the Rededication 

Ceremony. 

The Sages then understood that a 

greater victory had taken place here. 

The Torah had vanquished assimila-

tion and the darkness of the superficial 

Greek "wisdom." A lesson had to be 

taken for all time. So the next year 

they instituted a new Holiday, named 

after the Rededication Ceremony. 

Thus we have an eight-day Holiday 

called Chanukah, during which we 

light oil or candle lights, sing praises 

to G-d, and study G-d's Torah. 

The Hasmoneans were righteous 

people, and therefore the prayers of 

Chanukah mention that the wicked fell 

to the righteous. The prayers of Cha-

nukah don't make mention of the mira-

cle of the Menorah, because the mira-

cle of the Menorah is not the reason 

we celebrate Chanukah. The miracle 

of the Menorah was simply a sign 

from Heaven that we should celebrate 

a Holiday to commemorate the resto-

ration of Judaism. 

Therefore, the celebration of Cha-

nukah is a celebration of religious 

freedom. And so we celebrate Chanu-

kah by doing Jewish things: we study 

Torah, we sing songs of praise to 

Hashem, and we joyfully recite (and 

sing) prayers. Since our religion was 

in danger, we celebrate by increasing 

our acts of religion. The Greeks for-

bade the study of Torah and the Tem-

ple Service. So we celebrate by in-

creasing those things.  

 

In Memory of  

Dr.Donald Meltzer  
Dr. Don Meltzer, a past presi-

dent who served from 95 ñ97, 

passed away on Nov 26, 2008.   

Don married Miriam òRivió 

Schesinger on April 15, 1961, in 

Pittsburgh.  Don graduated from 

City College of New York in 1957 

and continued his education at 

the University of Pittsburgh, 

where he received a PhD in psy-

chology in 1962.  He then moved 

from the Reserves to active duty 

in the US Army.  He was sta-

tioned at Edgewood Arsenal until 

1966, when he and Rivi moved to 

Carbondale.   

Don taught experimental psy-

chology at SIU for 32 years.  He 

had numerous articles published 

in a variety of professional jour-

nals.  He enjoyed his lab and giv-

ing lectures and he continued 

educating himself  in a variety of 

fields throughout his life.  His 

other hobbies were swimming at 

least one mile a day at the Rec 

center, riding his bicycle to and 

from campus and playing rac-

quetball.  Don retired from SIU 

in 1998.   

Don was president and served 

on the boards of both the Jewish 

Federation of Southern Illinois 

and Congregation Beth Jacob in 

Carbondale.  He served on the 

Jackson County Board and was 

the first Chairman of the ambu-

lance committee.   

Besides Rivi, Don is survived 

by his daughter Debbie Clark 

and husband, Eddie, of Knox-

ville,, Tenn.; son Alan and wife, 

Sarah, of Buffalo Groves; grand-

children Haley, Nathan and 

Samantha; brother Eli of Alexan-

dria, Va.    
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